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37 CFR Ch. I (7–1–99 Edition) § 1.77

(i) Where a claim sets forth a plu-
rality of elements or steps, each ele-
ment or step of the claim should be
separated by a line indentation.

(35 U.S.C. 6; 15 U.S.C. 1113, 1126)

[31 FR 12922, Oct. 4, 1966, as amended at 36 FR
12690, July 3, 1971; 37 FR 21995, Oct. 18, 1972;
43 FR 4015, Jan. 31, 1978; 47 FR 41276, Sept. 17,
1982; 61 FR 42803, Aug. 19, 1996]

§ 1.77 Arrangement of application ele-
ments.

(a) The elements of the application,
if applicable, should appear in the fol-
lowing order:

(1) Utility Application Transmittal
Form.

(2) Fee Transmittal Form.
(3) Title of the invention; or an intro-

ductory portion stating the name, citi-
zenship, and residence of the applicant,
and the title of the invention.

(4) Cross-reference to related applica-
tions.

(5) Statement regarding federally
sponsored research or development.

(6) Reference to a ‘‘Microfiche appen-
dix.’’ (See § 1.96 (c)). The total number
of microfiche and total number of
frames should be specified.

(7) Background of the invention.
(8) Brief summary of the invention.
(9) Brief description of the several

views of the drawing.
(10) Detailed description of the inven-

tion.
(11) Claim or claims.
(12) Abstract of the Disclosure.
(13) Drawings.
(14) Executed oath or declaration.
(15) Sequence Listing (See §§ 1.821

through 1.825).
(b) The elements set forth in para-

graphs (a)(3) through (a)(5), (a)(7)
through (a)(12) and (a)(15) of this sec-
tion should appear in upper case, with-
out underlining or bold type, as section
headings. If no text follows the section
heading, the phrase ‘‘Not Applicable’’
should follow the section heading.

[61 FR 42803, Aug. 19, 1996]

§ 1.78 Claiming benefit of earlier filing
date and cross-references to other
applications.

(a)(1) A nonprovisional application
may claim an invention disclosed in
one or more prior filed copending non-
provisional applications or copending

international applications designating
the United States of America. In order
for a nonprovisional application to
claim the benefit of a prior filed co-
pending nonprovisional application or
copending international application
designating the United States of Amer-
ica, each prior application must name
as an inventor at least one inventor
named in the later filed nonprovisional
application and disclose the named in-
ventor’s invention claimed in at least
one claim of the later filed nonprovi-
sional application in the manner pro-
vided by the first paragraph of 35
U.S.C. 112. In addition, each prior ap-
plication must be:

(i) An international application enti-
tled to a filing date in accordance with
PCT Article 11 and designating the
United States of America; or

(ii) Complete as set forth in § 1.51(b);
or

(iii) Entitled to a filing date as set
forth in § 1.53(b) or § 1.53(d) and include
the basic filing fee set forth in § 1.16; or

(iv) Entitled to a filing date as set
forth in § 1.53(b) and have paid therein
the processing and retention fee set
forth in § 1.21(l) within the time period
set forth in § 1.53(f).

(2) Except for a continued prosecu-
tion application filed under § 1.53(d),
any nonprovisional application claim-
ing the benefit of one or more prior
filed copending nonprovisional applica-
tions or international applications des-
ignating the United States of America
must contain or be amended to contain
in the first sentence of the specifica-
tion following the title a reference to
each such prior application, identifying
it by application number (consisting of
the series code and serial number) or
international application number and
international filing date and indicating
the relationship of the applications.
The request for a continued prosecu-
tion application under § 1.53(d) is the
specific reference required by 35 U.S.C.
120 to the prior application. The identi-
fication of an application by applica-
tion number under this section is the
specific reference required by 35 U.S.C.
120 to every application assigned that
application number. Cross-references
to other related applications may be
made when appropriate (see § 1.14(a)).
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